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Nov. 2: Police sources reported that 20 rebels and two police officers were killed during a guerrilla
attack on police headquarters in Tananta, San Martin department, 700 km. northeast of Lima.
Military sources indicated that one soldier and one rebel were killed, and four soldiers wounded
in a clash which took place in Nuevo Horizonte, San Martin. Police reported that eight rebels and
one soldier died in fighting in Santiago de Pischa, Ayacucho department. Next, two members of a
rural self-defense militia (ronda campesina) were shot to death by rebels in Huayhuas, Ayacucho.
In Huacho, 120 km. north of Lima, Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels seriously injured the
director of the Peruvian Social Security Institute Hospital (IPSS). Police sources said at least 14
people 12 civilians and two soldiers were injured by an army grenade which accidentally exploded
in a street of downtown Ayacucho. A preliminary police investigation indicated that the soldiers
were at fault. Nov. 3: Sendero Luminoso rebels downed three electricity pylons, resulting in a power
blackout in Ayacucho and Huanta. An Interior Ministry spokesperson said unidentified gunmen
attacked guests at a barbecue party in Lima's Barrios Altos neighborhood, killing 16 people and
severly injuring six others. The Interior Ministry and police blamed leftist guerrillas, while others
attributed the attack to paramilitary death squads. Nearly all victims had fled Ayacucho department
to escape the guerrilla war. Witnesses, who spoke to reporters on condition of anonymity, said
the gunmen arrived in two four-wheel drive vehicles with flashing roof lights of the type used by
police. The assailants' machineguns were also equipped with silencers. Sendero Luminoso rebels
reportedly do not use silencers. Later, police sources said vehicles used by the assailants had been
stolen from the Foreign Ministry and the Presidency Ministry over the weekend. Sen. Enrique
Bernales, who also serves as chairperson of the UN Human Rights Commission, said the massacre
could mark "the beginning of the bloodiest period in Peruvian history." The armed forces joint
chiefs reported that two Sendero Luminoso rebels and two civilian self-defense militia members
were killed in fighting in Antacolpa, Huanuco department. One rebel was captured by militia
members. Nov. 4: Members of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) dynamited
16 Lima banks. Two persons were injured in the explosions. In a communique, the military joint
chiefs said a lawyer in Moyobamba, San Martin department, was abducted by Sendero Luminoso
rebels. Nov. 5: In a statement released to local media sources, an unnamed and previously unheard
of anti-rebel death squad claimed responsiblity for the Nov. 3 massacre. The new organization is
reportedly a major in the police force. The statement said death squad members were dedicated
to "exterminating the social blemish" of leftist guerrillas in the absence of government initiatives.
Sen. Bernales told reporters that on Nov. 2, 37 rural residents affiliated with rondas campesinas
were killed and five wounded by Sendero Luminoso rebels. The incident took place in the town
of Santo Tomas de Pata, Andino de Huancavelica, located about 500 km. southeast of Lima. The
victims included nine children. The guerrillas also looted shops, set fire to homes, and stole an
undetermined number of cattle. In a report on political violence over the first 10 months of the
year, Bernales said 2,683 people have been killed, and 422 in October alone. In Lima, 237 persons
were killed in 482 incidents in the capital city. The death toll for the same period in 1990 was 141. In
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the January-October 1991 period, 669 people were killed in Huanuco; 565 in Ayacucho; and, 397 in
Junin. Lima fatalities were identified as follows: 59 police officers, 11 soldiers, 53 Sendero Luminoso
rebels, 18 MRTA rebels, 31 drug traffickers, one government official, and 60 civilians. MRTA rebels
launched four grenades at the government palace, President Alberto Fumimori's official residence.
Two police officers and a civilian passerby were injured. The explosions caused damage to cars
parked nearby. Nov. 6: According to police sources, Sendero Luminoso rebels abducted 20 young
persons, and killed five agricultural workers and a political leader in the town of Monobomba,
Junin department. Military spokespersons reported that about 200 MRTA rebels attacked a military
camp in Tarapoto, San Martin department. No casualties or damages were reported. Nov. 7: In a
statement to reporters, government officials said unidentified assailants carrying automatic weapons
opened fire inside a dance hall in Florida, Valle del Cauca department. Six people were killed, and
five wounded. Nov. 8: Police reported that the director of education for Ayacucho department,
Gilberto Ore, was seriously injured in an attack by members of a Sendero Luminoso assassination
squad. Next, Ayacucho department prosecutor Jose Macedo was killed in a separate attack. Nov. 9:
Family members and witnesses said six campesinos were abducted from their homes in Silla, Junin
department, by police officers and soldiers. Nov. 10: In Huaral, 70 km. north of Lima, a National
Police spokesperson reported the torture and murder of a man and his daughter. The adult victim
was a member of a civilian self-defense militia. An Interior Ministry statement said a doctor at the
regional hospital in Moyobamba, San Martin department, was abducted by six MRTA rebels. During
an interview in Zurich, Switzerland, with the Lima-based newspaper Expresso, Sendero Luminoso
spokesperson Luis Arce Borja said the Peruvian government should surrender unconditionally to
rebel forces. He said Sendero is currently "winning the internal war," and will take power before
the end of the decade. According to Arce Borja, "popular war is the only political means of resolving
the Peruvian people's problems of poverty and misery." The rebel spokesperson said Sendero
Luminoso will implement a "popular democratic state, under the dictatorship of the working
class in alliance with the campesinos, the small bourgeoisie and the other exploited classes." Arce
Borja stated that final victory would require military confrontation with the US, evidenced by the
fact "they are trying to stop us under the cover of the anti-drug campaign." He denied reports of
links between Sendero Luminoso and drug traffickers, and added that drug use is a "very serious
problem which the revolution will definitively resolve once it takes power." In the second half
of the interview (published Nov. 17), Arce Borja said the internal had entered its "most violent
stage, and "will be total." Violence, he added, will escalate even further "with the arrival of the US
advisers." Arce Borja accused the Catholic Church of "serving the interests of the bourgeoisie and
the landowners," and thus justified the murder of at least six European church representatives. Nov.
11: National Police spokespersons in Lima reported that one police officer and one rebel were killed
in street fighting in downtown Lima. Nov. 12: Police sources reported that three police officers were
killed and 10 wounded in fighting with Sendero Luminoso rebels in the Tulumayo district, located
in the Upper Huallaga valley. The police, members of the Special Operations Division (DOES),
were ambushed by rebels armed with automatic weapons and grenades. In Senate testimony,
Defense Minister Gen. Victor Malca said subversion is on the decline in Peru, and that the Sendero
Luminoso rebels are on "the brink of being beaten." Members of the Senate rejected testimony
by Malca and Interior Minister Gen. Juan Briones on the murder of 16 people in the Barrios Altos
neighborhood in early November. The testimony was described as "insufficient and superficial."
Nov. 13: Police reported that four people were seriously injured in the bombing of two vehicles in
the San Isidro district of Lima. Two businesses and nearby homes were also damaged. In a separate
attack on an auto dealership, two bombs destroyed between 30 and 70 cars and injured a guard.
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The police attributed both attacks to the MRTA. According to official sources, seven MRTA rebels
and two soldiers were killed in an attack on a military base in Sion, San Martin department. Nov.
14: The government announced a new policy to reduce prison terms for persons linked to terroristrelated crimes who voluntarily drop out of guerrilla organizations, renounce violence, and surrender
to authorities. In such cases, the sentence could be reduced by up to two-thirds of the minimum 15
years. Nov. 15: Police told reporters that MRTA rebels attacked a police post in Pucara, Cajamarca
department. The rebels executed two police guards following a "popular justice" trial, and abducted
three officers. Rebels also stole weapons, ammunition, grenades, communications equipment, and
uniforms. Nov. 16: Police reported that Sendero Luminoso rebels tossed grenades into a home in
Ayacucho where about 60 people were attending the wedding reception of a police officer. Three
people were killed and 45 injured. On the same street, a grenade exploded inside a restaurant. Six
people were injured. Police reported that an officer was killed in Lamas, San Martin department,
during a clash between a police patrol and MRTA rebels. Suspected rebels bombed two banks
in Tarapoto, San Martin. During a power blackout in the Mantaro valley, a local politician from
Huancayo, Junin department, was murdered. In addition, a bomb explosion at the Social Security
Institute facility resulted in the deaths of a physician and five civilians. Police reported the discovery
of three corpses on the main highway north of Lima. The murders were attributed to a Sendero
Luminoso death squad. In a communique, Sendero Luminoso took responsibility for the Oct. 27
assassination of journalist Cirilo Ore, Ayacucho correspondent for the Lima Express. The rebels
also threatened to murder five other journalists based in Ayacucho, including the correspondent
for United Press International. Finally, the rebels blamed the Fujimori administration for the Nov.
3 massacre of 16 people attending a party in the capital city's Barrios Altos neighborhood. Nov.
17: Sen. Bernales expressed concern over the "slow progress" of the investigation into the Nov. 3
massacre. He said the government is "morally obligated to conduct the most thorough investigation
possible, and to identify responsible persons, no matter who they may be." Officials reported that
Gregorio Sinchi, mayor of the town of Tres de Diciembre, Junin department, was shot five times
in the head by suspected rebels. Rebels also executed Erminio Artenales, mayor of Pancan, Junin,
alongwith a businessperson and a campesino. Police reported two separate attacks by unidentified
assailants in Lima's Independencia district. In one attack, two university students were shot and
killed, and in the other, two young persons were killed. Police sources said three people were
shot to death by suspected rebels in the Carabeyllo district of Lima. Nov. 20: Official sources said
Sendero Luminoso rebels assassinated three members of civilian defense militias in the Yaruvi and
San Francisco regions of Ayacucho. The rebels then looted and burned the victims' homes. Local
press reports said six people, including the lieutenant governor, were killed by machete-wielding
rebels in Alianza Rio Pinedo de La Merce, Junin department. Nov. 21: The government granted
a six-month extension to the state of emergency for Apurimac department. At present, 14 of the
nation's 24 departments are under a state of emergency: Ayacucho, Apurimac, Arequipa, Cusco,
Huancavelica, Huanuco, Ica, Junin, Loreto, Lima, Pasco, Puno, San Martin and Ucayali. Ayacucho
police reported that Roberto Aybar, deputy administrative director for Ayacucho Social Security,
was shot in the head by Sendero Luminoso rebels. Sendero Luminoso rebels killed a woman and
her son in Huascahuara, Ayacucho department, for participating in a civilian self-defense militia.
In a report on the human rights situation in Peru, Amnesty International strongly criticized the
government, MRTA and Sendero Luminoso. Military sources reported that 15 Sendero Luminoso
rebels and two police officers were killed during fighting in the jungle of Ucayali department. Nov.
22: A court spokesperson said journalist Janet Rita Talavera former editorial board member of
El Diario, official publication of the Sendero Luminoso received a US$2,000 fine and a five-year
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prison sentence. Talavera was convicted of condoning terrorism. Luis Alberto Arce Borja, also a
former director of El Diario, was convicted "in absentia" for the same crime. (See above summary
of recent interview with Arce Borja.) Nov. 25: Unofficial sources reported that at least seven soldiers
were killed and 10 wounded when Sendero Luminoso rebels attacked a military convoy near
Chiringal, Ucayali department. The report was later confirmed by military sources. (Sources: Radio
Netherlands, 10/25/91; Associated Press, 11/04/91, 11/06/91; Notimex, 11/06/91, 11/14/91, 11/15/91,
11/17/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/03-06/91, 11/08/91, 11/11/91, 11/17/91, 11/21/91, 11/25/91;
Agence France-Presse, 11/02/91, 11/04-07/91, 11/10-14/91, 11/17/91, 11/18/91, 11/21/91, 11/22/91,
11/25/91)

-- End --
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